December 13, 2008
What it means to be a member at SBE
I love having this opportunity to say a special Shabbat Shalom and Welcome to all our new members.  You’ve decided to join our little shul in Oakville.  I know that this was a big decision – one not taken lightly.  There’s a myriad of reasons for becoming a member of a synagogue, and I hope that the many needs underlying those reasons are met here at SBE.

Perhaps you’re asking yourself how do other people meet those needs here ...?
Why do people come here?

What exactly do the members do here?

Well,
They attend Services; or maybe they don’t.

Sometimes they lead Services.

They come to social events for fundraising purposes; or maybe they come to fundraising events for social purposes.

They organize things; or maybe they help others who organize things.

They send their children to our school; or maybe they sent their children years ago but continue to support the school so that our next generation will have a school to go to.

They come to study; or maybe they come to teach.
They come to complain, to cooperate, to discuss, to decide.

They come to remember, to laugh and to wish others a Mazel Tov at their simchas; or maybe

They come to forget, to cry or to help each other forget their crying.

They come to connect to others; or maybe to connect to their heritage.
Above all, they come to be in a special place; or maybe to be with special people.

My hope for you, our new members, is that you become involved in synagogue life.  The opportunities are many and the benefits are yours to reap.  We – the not-so-new members of SBE – look forward to helping you meet the needs behind your reasons for deciding to make our little shul in Oakville your spiritual home.
